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Women earn less than men.  Women are half as 
likely as men to receive a pension.  Women have 
shorter work histories due to care giving 
responsibilities.  Women on average live longer 
than men.  
 
4���	����!����
�	
��!���	���
��#����
��	����	
�)	 
Without Social Security, more than half of all 
women 65 and older would be below the poverty 
level. Social Security benefits are the only source 
of income for many elderly women and persons 
with disabilities. Older women of color are 
poorest in retirement. Unlike finite private 
accounts or 401k plans, Social Security benefits 
are guaranteed throughout a person’s lifespan. 
This is particularly important to women, who live 
longer on average than men do.  
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